NANCY PELOSI DISTRICT OFFICE:

121+ DistRICT, CALIFORNIA @unmgg 5 uf tbt aanitth %tattﬂ

SaN Francisco FEpERAL BuILDING
SPEAKER OF THE House

Bouse of Vepresentatives o7 STher, SUTe 2800
L House O : :
e ™ Wasbhington, BE 205150508

(202) 225.4965 www.pelosi.house.gov

February 27, 2019

The Honorable Andrew Wheeler
Acting Administrator of the EPA
Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Acting Administrator Wheeler:

Thank you for your agency’s commitment to protecting and serving the American people. I write to share my serious
concerns with federal contractor Tetra Tech EC, and strongly encourage your agency to ensure due diligence of your
current contract with parent company Tetra Tech Inc. or its subsidiary in order to ensure proper monitoring to detect
any possible fraud and protect the taxpayer.

On January 14", the United States Department of Justice filed its complaint in United States of America v. Tetra Tech
EC alleging Tetra Tech EC submitted false'claims under contracts with the United States Navy to provide radiological
remediation services at the former Hunters Point Naval Shipyard in San Francisco.

Tetra Tech EC failed its cleanup of Hunters Point: falsifying radiological soil samples and manipulating data, all
done at the direction of corporate managers in an effort to decrease costs and increase corporate profits.

The Navy then unknowingly relied on Tetra Tech’s fraudulent samples to conclude that the remediation of
radiologically-impacted areas of Hunter’s Point was complete and safe for my constituents.

This enormous breach of trust and flagrant fraudulenée is causing disruption, uncertainty, and delays in remediation
of the shipyard; likely costing taxpayers years of additional work and hundreds of millions in cost, Whlle instilling
fear and anxiety on residents of the surrounding Bayview-Hunters Point neighborhood.

While Tetra Tech EC’s work has been rated ‘unsatisfactory’ by the Navy in the Federal Procurement Data System,
this may not be reflected in contract proposals by the parent company Tetra Tech, Inc. or its many subsidiaries.
Given the damaging experience of fraudulent activity by Tetra Tech EC in my congressional district, your agency
should take all necessary steps to ensure proper oversight and fraud prevention procedures in your agency’s contract
with Tetra Tech, Inc. or its subsidiary.

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter; I look forward to hearing the steps you are taking to protect the

taxpayer and the public trust.

best regards,

NANCY PELOSI l
’ Speaker of the House '
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The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

Speaker of the House of
Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Madam Speaker:

Thank you for your March 7, 2019, letter regarding proper oversight of federal contractor Tetra Tech
EC. The U. S. Environmental Protection Agency agrees that proper monitoring of contractors to detect
any possible fraud and protect the taxpayer is essential.

The EPA’s Suspension and Debarment Division has coordinated with the U.S. Navy who is leading
efforts on any possible suspension and/or debarment action against Tetra Tech EC. A Suspension and/or
debarment action taken by any federal agency is enforced government-wide. To guard against awarding
contracts to suspended and/or debarred entities, the EPA ensures that any potential awardees do not
appear in the System for Award Management Exclusion Database, which is a government-wide list of
all suspended and/or debarred companies and individuals. Additionally, the EPA considers the past
performance of potential contract awardees, such as the “unsatisfactory” rating the Navy gave to Tetra
Tech EC, in its contract award decisions. Past performance ratings are housed in the System for Award
Management and consulted regularly by EPA’s contracting staff.

Finally, the EPA relies on its cadre of well-trained and certified contracting and program staff to protect
the government’s interests during contract performance by providing technical direction and oversight to
the contractor.

If you have further questions, please contact me, or your staff may contact Christina Moody in EPA’s

Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at moody.christina@epa.gov or
(202) 564-0260.

Si

erely,

onna J. Vizian

Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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